
1950’s Nostalgia as We Enter the Year of the Dragon 
Robert A. Pruznick, CEO 

“Care and diligence bring luck.” Thomas Fuller, 1732 

 As a bruised optimist, searching for evidence 

that 2012 will be a better year than 2011, Iôve latched 

onto two sources for hope for the next twelve months 

ï one astrological and one historical.  When I looked 

to the ancient wisdom of the Orient for encourage-

ment this is what I found:  ñAs per the Chinese Zo-

diac, the coming year of 2012 is Year of Dragon that 

would commence on 23rd January 2012 and go on 

till 9th February, 2013. The 5th sign of the Chinese 

Zodiac happens to be the Dragon, consisting of 

twelve Animal signs. Dragon is the creature of leg-

end and myth. In early China, power and the emperor 

was represented by the celestial Dragon. At present the Dragon signifies happi-

ness and success. Hence it can be expected that the 2012 Year of Dragon would 

be a happy and joyful one.  It is also believed that the Dragon Year 2012 would 

bring for all of us good luck and charmò   Through further research, I found that 

the last timeframe for the Water Dragon sign was 1952-53.  In a fascinating coin-

cidence, that was the approximate date of my toddler picture that I discovered 

over the holidays, as well as the inauguration of Dwight Eisenhower, whose biog-

raphy I have been reading with great interest and ,most important, the formative 

stage for this chapter of The Arc.  

 My hope is that we may witness some of the national stability that ac-

companied Ikeôs eight years in office.  Against an insane background of nuclear 

Armageddon threatened by the Cold War, my generation grew up during times of 

peace, prosperity and ñOzzie & Harrietò simplicity. Communism still loomed as a 

threat to our way of life, with Khrushchev threatening to ñbury usò, but Eisen-

howerôs pursuit of ñThe Middle Wayò promoted containment in conjunction with 

peaceful diplomatic engagement and he quietly helped to end the paranoia and 

abuse of the McCarthy era   Best of all he practiced compassionate conservatism 

ï expanding Social Security in 1956 to cover disability ï while he balanced the 

federal budget.  Civil rights for African Americans modestly began under his ad-

ministration, especially given his nomination of Chief Justice Earl Warren to the 

Supreme Court and their subsequent landmark ruling on Brown vs. Board of Edu-

cation.  The educational inclusion that we now enjoy began with contentious inte-

gration in Little Rock, Arkansas, where the federal government demonstrated its 

resolve to abolish ñseparate, but equalò accommodations.     
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New Horizons 
The Arc of  Warren County  

Did you know …? 

¶ The Arcôs new 

membership year 

began January 1. 

¶ Your membership 

helps support vital 

Arc programs and 

services for children 

and adults with intel-

lectual disabilities, 

and their families. 

¶ Your membership 

also gives The Arc a 

stronger voice in 

Trenton and Wash-

ington, D.C. when 

issues regarding dis-

abilities are dis-

cussed. 

¶ If you have not yet 

renewed your mem-

bership for 2010, or 

are joining for the 

first time, please 

contact Leslie Schott 

for membership in-

formation. 

¶ Thank you! Your 

membership is im-

portant, and we want 

you to be included in 

The Arc family in 

Warren County. 



(Year of the Dragon, continued from fronté) 

Perhaps we will be as successful confronting the amorphous and destructive forces of terrorism as well as neu-

tralizing those rogue states with nuclear capacity.  Perhaps we will also find a way to overcome the economic 

perils of the staggering national deficit without endangering the safety net of services for those with intellec-

tual and developmental disabilities.  We will obviously need a great of care and diligence to ensure such a for-

tunate outcome.  However, with the same positive thinking, good will and luck that accompanied the birth of 

our movement, we will prevail!  
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Festival of Trees a Joyous Holiday Celebration 

New Horizons 

In Loving Memory of Gail Gibson : May 8, 1938 — May 20, 2011 

 With the holidays just behind us, it is very hard not to remember Gail: She loved to get her picture 
taken with Santa, open presents, and eat turkey dinner.  Gail was one of the first consumers to come to the 
Belvidere Group Home in 1983. 
 Gail loved to go shopping and buy coloring books, Shirley Temple movies and baby dolls, which are all 
named Suzie.  Gail was funny and stubborn at times.  The most important person in Gailôs life was her sister, 
Evelyn; not a day would go by that she did not talk about her or kiss her picture. 
 Everyone from the Belvidere Group Home loved Gail and will always remember the good times we had 
with her.  Gail , we miss you and we are thinking about you.   - Belvidere Group Home staff 

 The 2nd annual Festival of Trees holiday reception, hosted by Ed and Patti Sue Rossi of Rossi 
Chevrolet Buick GMC, Washington, was held Dec. 15 for the benefit of The Arc and Abilities of Northwest 
Jersey. This beautiful holiday celebration welcomed 150 guests who enjoyed fabulous food and musical en-
tertainment by the Newton High School Magical Choir. Thirty beautifully-decorated live Christmas trees 
were the focal point of the evening, all of which were sponsored by local businesses and friends. Many 
thanks to Ed and Patti Sue for their generous gift of friendship and support of this event, which netted 
$8,000 for our agencies. Special thanks to Evergreen Valley Christmas Tree Farm, Washington, for donat-
ing the trees, and to Arctic Foods, Shop Rite of Greenwich, Mamaôs Restaurant & Caf® Baci, and Stella Gôs 
for donating refreshments Many thanks to Cathy Miller Photography for donating photography services. 

 Our 2012 event is planned for Thurs., Dec.13. Please plan to join us as we celebrate with friends! 
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Recreation News 
Carolyn Wolf,  Kelly Holzli, Meghan Moyer  ~ 908-689-7525  Ext. 208, 209 and 256 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

Weather Reminder:  When travel conditions look difficult, you can check the status of programs with the Arc 

office or on WRNJ (1510/AM, 104.7/FM, and 92.7/FM) or Channel 69 TV.  We regret the disappointment and 

inconvenience brings to all --- and we really hate to cancel! 

Winter Dance- January 31st.  There is a $1 fee to attend.  DJ Sharbel Koorie will be providing the music 

for the evening. 

 

Bowling:  Area 3 Bowling Olympics will be held on January 21st at Hanover Lanes in East Hanover.  
Transportation, for community athletes who have reserved, leaves the Arc parking lot at 7a.m. to arrive at Mans-

field Theater pick up site at 7:20a.m.  Transportation is due to arrive back at Mansfield Theater at 5:15p.m. and 

the Arc office 5:35p.m. after the bowling event.  Athletes must be registered with the Recreation Department to 

participate in this event and have an up-to-date Special Olympics medical form on file with us. 

Alpine Ski and Snow Shoeing practices will be held, on the slopes of Shawnee, January 8th. 

Winter Games of SONJ will be held on February 6 ï 8 at Mountain Creek.  Warren Arc will be represented 

by 11 Alpine skiers, and 2 Snow Shoers.  They will be supervised and coached by Emil Schoener, Liz Gen-

sheimer, Kelly Holzli and Carolyn Wolf.  Good luck to our team members, who have been practicing diligently. 

The Warren Stealers basketball team will begin practicing at the Belvidere Elementary School Gym on, Sat-

urday,  January 7th and continue on the 14th & 28th.  Practice begins at 8:15 sharp and ends promptly at  

9:45 a.m. Basketball league will begin on Sunday, January 15th and continue on Sundays through the winter 

months. 

 Recreational swimming at the Phillipsburg Middle School will be held on January 18th.  Swim Team practices  

 

Xercise for Health ï will be held on January 26th   The fee is $5.00/participant.  It is held in the Arc training 

room and runs from 6:45 ï 7:45 p.m.  Norma Reid-Dalrymple, Certified Fitness Specialist, conducts this fitness 

program.  

Healthy Life Club  will only meet on Monday, the 23rd and 30th 3:30 ï 4:30 p.m. for the month of January. 

The cold weather has inevitably pushed us indoors but please watch for email updates in case we have a freak 

warming in the month of January. 

 

Recreation Registrations 2012 ï registration materials for the calendar year 2012 will be mailed in late Janu-

ary/early February to currently registered participants. The recreation participant annual fee for consumers who 

are 15 and over remains at $50.00 for the year.  Replacement emergency and registration forms will be mailed to 

those whose forms are out of date.  We request a prompt response to avoid duplicate mailings.  As this program 

does not have outside funding, it is very important to have your support in maintaining services which are im-

portant to our consumers. 

 

E-mail:   if it is more convenient for you to contact us by e-mail than by phone, we encourage you to do so ï it 

works for us also.  Addresses are:  cwolf@arcwarren.org; kholzli@arcwarren.org; mmoyer@arcwarren.org.  If 

you regularly open and respond to your personal e-mail and prefer that we contact you in that manner, please 

send us your e-mail address.  This will save time, postage and paper. 

mailto:cwolf@arcwarren.org
mailto:kholzli@arcwarren.org
mailto:mmoyer@arcwarren.org


The Arc of Warren 
County 

Mini Winter Carnival Set for Feb.26 

 Itôs an afternoon filled with fun and games, re-

freshments, music, coloring contest winners, King and 

Queen of the Carnival, and lots more for the 3 to 11  year 

old set. And for others, itôs all about the goldfish. Please 

join us from 1-4 pm in the gymnasium of Hackettstown 

High School for this action-packed day sponsored by the 

HHS Key Club and Hackettstown Kiwanis Club.  

 For information, please contact Kevin Guyette in 

The Arc Development Office at 908-689-7525 x212. 

Phone: 908-689-7525 

Fax: 908-689-4898 

E-mail: info@arcwarren.org 

Quality service and support for people 
with intellectual disabilities,  

and their families, since 1954. 

PO Box 389 

Washington, NJ 07882 


