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 Having inherited the leadership of such a rare breed of human enterprise,  I find 
great fascination  in learning the stories of the founding families of our noble, yet hum-
ble movement.   Ordinary people creating exemplary solutions to exceptional circum-
stances.    Inspired, not crushed,  by fate, carried by love to mountain peaks of giving, 
harnessing the strength of the nuclear family, and most essentially, merging with fellow 
travelers to construct more humane societies.    When I become discouraged by today’s 
uphill struggle to accomplish our mission,  I find great comfort in hearing how our char-
ter members triumphed against monumental, unknown odds at a time when state and 
private institutions were the only source of assistance.   Parents like Sonny and Bernice 
Stecker had absolute faith in the rightfulness of their trail blazing choice of home and 
community.    It is impossible not to be motivated by their sagas of courage, duty and 
action. 

 Encephalitis, contracted only five weeks after his birth in 1949,  left Alfred 
Stecker, Jr. with significant multiple impairments.   Butchie, as he would be known 
within his close knit family, suffered a viral infection that swelled and damaged his 
brain, leading to blindness, epilepsy, and a loss of ambulation on top of profound intel-
lectual disability.   The Stecker family took on something of a worst case scenario, un-
flinchingly accepting the constant care of a medically fragile and permanently infantile 
son.   Lacking modern adaptive equipment , the growing child had to be carried every-
where.  Tired of rude staring reactions, the Stecker’s stopped taking Butchie out in pub-
lic.  Even friends drifted away, uncomfortable with this most unusual child in the  
“Ozzie & Harriet” world of the 1950's.                                (Continued on page 4) 
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“By their fruits ye shall 
know them.”   - Matthew 7:20 

Sonny Stecker 

11/11/22—8/23/09 

The Legacy of Chapter Pioneer Alfred (Sonny) Stecker  
Robert A. Pruznick, CEO 
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Denbigh Shelton, Director, Family Advocacy Program 
The Arc of New Jersey, 985 Livingston Avenue, North Brunswick, NJ 08902 
(732) 246-2525 ext. 49 
dshelton@arcnj.org��������������www.arcfamilyadvocacy.org 
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Carolyn Wolf,  Kelly Holzli & Diandra Ackerman ~ 908-689-7525  Ext. 208, 209 & 256 

  

 Happy New Year everybody!  The Holidays went by in a flash and now we are back and ready for more 
recreation programs!  The Recreation Department would like to welcome Diandra Ackerman as the new Recreation 
Program Manager.  She is eager to meet everyone and make some new friends, so be sure to say ‘Hi’ when you see 
her at recreation programs.                                                          

The Winter Dance will be held on January 26th with DJ Sharbel playing for us.  
Due to the Winter Games of SONJ there will be no Social Club held on February 
2nd.  Also, no Social Club on January 12th, but there will be bowling at Warren 
Lanes on that day.        
  

Alpine Ski Program - trainings will continue on January 3rd and 10th in preparation 
for Special Olympics Winter Games which will be held on Monday, February 
1-Wednesday, February 3. Ten Alpine skiers, one cross country skier and one 
snow shoer are enrolled to attend this event.                               

Basketball Team Practices - will begin on January 2nd and will be held each 
Saturday, except January 23rd due to the Area 3 Bowling meet (see below for details), in January,  8:15 - 9:45 
a.m., at the Belvidere Oxford Street Elementary School gym.  League play on Sundays begins January 17th.  Team 
players will receive schedules for each week they are scheduled to play.   

January 23 - Area 3 Bowling Meet at Hanover Lanes, East Hanover.  Transportation, for community athletes 
who have reserved, leaves the Arc parking lot at 7a.m. to arrive at Mansfield Theater pick up site at 7:20a.m.  
Transportation is due to arrive back at Mansfield Theater at 5:15p.m. and the Arc office 5:35p.m. after the bowling 
event.  Athletes must have registered with the Recreation Department to participate in this event and an up-to-date 
Special Olympics medical form on file with us.   Those who get a medal at this meet are eligible to move on to the 
Northern Sectional meet at Wallington on 2/27 for non ramp bowlers, and on 2/28 at T-Bowl in Wayne for ramp 
bowlers. 

Xercise for Health resumes on January 28th - arrive at 6:30 pm for program which runs 6:45 - 7:45 pm; the 
fee for this program is $5.00 per recreation participant. 
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 Fortunately, the Warren Unit of the Association for Retarded 
Children was just beginning to coalesce - families were starting to reach 
out to each other - the Firth’s, the Shoemaker’s, the Vanderbilt’s, to 
name a few.  This peer support network had just opened a pre-school 
program at the Washington Presbyterian Church that Butchie was able 
to attend and finally there was some light, some hope for the future - 
and the Stickers' were buoyed by these “new horizons”.   As the chapter 
was incorporated in 1954, Bernice volunteered for the job of Recording 
Secretary and Sonny began to wonder how he might contribute.  Given 
his background in contracting and heavy construction, he enthusiasti-
cally enlisted in the father’s project of building Camp Warren.   Sonny 
and his second son, Alan would spend untold hours at the twenty five 
acre Knowlton Township property, clearing the forest and erecting the 
initial structures.   All the backbreaking work finally paid off as the 
camp became operational in the early 1960's.   Tragically, though, 
Butchie would only benefit briefly from the wonderful legacy that his 
father helped to create .  In 1965, he would succumb to pneumonia at 
the age of 16.    

 My source for this compelling history lesson has been the 
Stecker family’s living legacy to The Arc, Warren.   Sonny and Ber-
nice’s first child, Candice, who assumed a large share of the care giving 
responsibilities for her brother, has for years been one of our prized em-
ployees in our Community Living Arrangements department.   We have 
benefitted immensely from Candy Frasier's sterling sense of dedication 
and service to people with intellectual and developmental disabilities 
that originated as Butchie’s loving and loyal sister.   She has set a stan-
dard for our direct support professionals because of the values she in-
herited from Sonny and Bernice - seeing past handicaps to the soul be-
neath, caring unconditionally, steadfastly advocating  and embracing 
this important social work with a resilient can-do attitude.   To the de-
gree we can maintain the commitment embodied by our founding par-
ents and siblings, our cause will be victorious.  
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—————————————————————————————————————————— 
Please accept my membership to The Arc of Warren Co unty for 2010: 

 
Name ______________________________________  Telephone ______________________ 
Address ___________________________________________ State, Zip ________________ 
    Parent? _______   Volunteer? _____      My comp any has a matching gift program _______ 
 
Enclosed: ___$25 General Membership  ___$50 patron ___$100 Benefactor ___ Other _____ 
 

Thank you for your support of The Arc. Your membership counts! 
Please complete and mail to: The Arc/Membership, PO  Box 389, Washington, NJ 07882.  
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