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Making a Case for the Exceptional Nature of Our Cause: 

Preparing for Fiscal Triage 
Robert A. Pruznick, CEO 

 Nowadays, when I awaken at 3am, as I am wont to do in my advanced age, 
and my mind shifts into overdrive ruminating over all that’s wrong and beyond my 
control, the source of my biggest insomniac fret is the fiscal state of the state.  New 
Jersey’s finances are massively out of balance - both the remainder of fiscal year 2010 
that runs through June and the new budget cycle that commences in July.  Given this 
well publicized reality you don’t have to be paranoid to worry about how The Arc and 
the people who depend upon us could be hurt by potential state spending reductions.  
Despite attempts to diversify our sources of income, we are overwhelming dependent 
on money from Trenton.  While I remain optimistic that our national and regional 
economy will improve in the coming months and that our statewide legislative advo-
cacy campaign will put us in the best possible position to avoid cutbacks, I have begun 
formulating a moral argument to address a worst case scenario.   If our elected officials 
must ration scarce public resources to regain fiscal sanity and solvency, I fervently be-
lieve that our piece of the human service pie should be among the last to suffer the 
budget ax.   

 Ethical thinking has evolved over the centuries.  The oldest systems for deter-
mining the best course of action were based on a duty to virtue and an avoidance of 
vice.  In the 19th century a form of moral calculus called utilitarianism was devised to 
reduce the imprecision and rigid absolutism of virtue ethics.  With this analysis, the 
moral worth of any action is determined solely by its utility in providing happiness or 
pleasure as summed among all people - the greatest good for the greatest number.    
Modern ethicists have introduced a new approach that relies instead on a matrix of four 
principles to guide deliberations over the best response to moral dilemmas - autonomy 
(self direction), beneficence (aid to those in need), non-malfeasance (do no harm) and 
justice.    

 As I applied these four considerations to the vexing task of ordering social pri-
orities into a fiscal version of medical triage, I have concluded that ours is indeed an 
exceptional case.    If any right exists to  governmental beneficence; that is, to public 
support of people requiring assistance, the group of citizens we represent should be 
most entitled to it, based on the magnitude, duration and pervasiveness of their disabil-
ity.  I fully realize that this is a hard-headed, generalized assessment and that even 
voicing this argument may be viewed as contradictory, and perhaps disloyal, to our 
movement’s long struggle  to assert the commonality and capacity of individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities.                      (Continued on page 2) 
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Preparing for Fiscal Triage, continued from front  

 However, given the ever increasing complexity of life, those with significantly sub-average intelligence 
face the biggest obstacles to “making it” independently in this competitively demanding,  and increasingly deca-
dent, world.   In many ways they are the among the most defenseless members of the human species, vulnerable 
to insult,  abuse, manipulation, exploitation and neglect.   The cold fact is: A majority of our population would 
not survive if left completely on their own.   

 Actually, public recognition of this extraordinary need over the past several centuries led to the estab-
lishment of asylums that provided charitable custodial buffers from this harsh reality.  Later called state schools, 
our current developmental centers stand as heirs to this beneficent  instinct.   

 While progressive for the times in which they were created, these institutions were not as humane as in-
tended and eventually were rejected as appropriate shelters by a generation of parents.   That is why our families 
formed The Arc - to advocate for a new public response to this historical need for care - for improved interven-
tions - to support long term parental care- to create safe and nurturing alternatives to the families’ protective um-
brella - to establish shielding laws,  bureaucracies and agencies - to educate society about this condition, about 
yearnings for inclusion and hopefully to germinate more compassionate and hospitable communities.  

 The Arc movement has achieved so much over the past 60 years!  Yet, I believe that we have been 
somewhat intoxicated by our organizational successes and the wonderful individual successes they have engen-
dered.   We at times gloss over the great misfortune inherent in lifelong dependency.  But now is not the time for 
sentimentality.  If we are to prevail through this fiscal crisis we must “tell it like it is” when it comes to defend-
ing the vitality of our parent driven service system.   We have a compelling case for special treatment - we must 
do our best to convince our government representatives that justice is on our side.   

 

 “The superior man is the providence of the inferior. He is eyes for the blind, strength for the weak, and a 
shield for the defenseless. He stands erect by bending above the fallen. He rises by lifting others.” 

          Robert Green Ingersoll, 1885 
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 The Valentine’s Dance is Feb. 16.   

         DJ Rich will entertain.  The fee is $1.00. 
 

 Our 11 Alpine skiers - Lance Bonomo, Todd Gensheimer, Diane 
Manno, Nick Pfleger, Justin Reynolds, Eric Schoener, Chris Smith, Karyn Tet-
temer, Billy Trainello, Chris Wolf, and Keith Wyker and snowshoer Steve 
Yurga have been practicing at Shawnee on weekends for the Winter Games to be held at Mountain Creek 
on February 1, 2, &3.  Warren Arc will also have one Cross-Country skier, Ken Borden in competition.  
Coaches for this season’s trainings are: Emil Schoener, Karl Schoener, Kevin Holzli, Kelly Holzli, Liz 
Gensheimer, Frank Wolf and Carolyn Wolf. 

 Our Basketball Team - The Stealers - has been practicing on Saturdays and playing SONJ 
league games on Sundays.  We wish our team success during this season which will culminate in the 
Northern Sectionals and Spring Sports Festival in March.  Many thanks to coaches John Costea and Joe 
Johnson and to our driver, Emil Schoener, for their outstanding commitment to our team members.   

 Xercise for Health - Norma Reid, certified fitness specialist, conducts 1 Thursday ses-
sion/month per the recreation calendar.  Please arrive at 6:30 pm for program which runs 6:45-7:45 pm.  
The fee for this program is $5.00 per recreation participant.  Please reserve by calling extension 208 or e-
mail to cwolf@arcwarren.org. . 

 Camp Warren - This is the time to make your plans for the 2010 camp season by contacting your 
DDD case manager or school social worker.  Camp forms will be mailed out in January or early February 
to recent campers.  Please call to request camp forms if you do not receive yours. 

 Recreation Registration Forms and Fee Notices  for 2010 will be sent to all registered partici-
pants in February.  The annual fee for this program will be $50.00 and covers the 2010 calendar year.  
Please respond promptly when you receive your materials.   

 Heads Up!  Schedule Changes !   In March:  Some of you may have incorrect information about 
the Social Club and St. Patty’s Dance in March.  Please check your Recreation Schedule and Year at a 
Glance calendars.  The correct dates are the following: Social Club will be held on March 2, 23 and 30.  
St. Patty’s Dance will be held on March 15 at the parish hall of St. Philip and James Church in Phillips-
burg, 7-9 pm. 

 In May:  Recreation Swim at Phillipsburg Middle School will be held on May 12th and not 
May 19th as previously scheduled.  Please make these calendar changes now.  Thank you.   

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  
 It is always important to advise the recreation department staff of changes in a participant’s emergency or 
contact information, such as change of care giver, address and phone number, just in case an emergency or a trans-
portation issue arises when we are in charge of that person.  It is also important to share with us health issues or die-
tary changes or restrictions.   We would appreciate your cooperation with us in these matters which concern the 
quality care which we provide for our consumers in the recreation and camp programs.  



Arc Membership  
Roster 2010 
 
     We would like to recognize the 
following members of The Arc of 
Warren County and thank them 
for their interest and support: 

 

Alaburda, Gretchen & David 
Babula, Mr. & Mrs. George 
Baldino, Lou 
Barry, Mr. & Mrs. David 
Bartholomew, Mrs. 
Bartow, Susan 
Becker, Mary and Leo 
Bodei, Mr. & Mrs. Paul 
Borden, Family 
Boszcz, Brenda & Kenneth 
Brochu, Rene & Sylvia 
Burch, Nancy 
Burd, Phyllis 
Cassidy, Frank 
Celentano, Cristina 
Costea, John & Pam 
D’Sylva-Lee, Lorraine  
David, Mary & June 
DeMoss, Walter 
Despres, Adam 
DiCristina, Vito & Valerie 
Dubay, Cecilia 
Ehrhardt, Melissa & Lynn 
Fabula, Brenda L. 
Fazekas, Paulaand 
Figurelli, Filomena 
Fiume, Barbara 
Garcia, Ginny 
Gensheimer, Lizabeth 
Gibbins, Richard & Cynthia 
Graver, Janice 
Gray, Pat 
Greene, Jack & Catherine 
Gruter, Donna 
Hamm, Robert & Jacqueline 
Hazen, Mr. & Mrs. Philip 

Heeres, Theresa 
Hines, Roger & Joyce 
Hinkle, Mrs. Agnes 
Horn, Mary Ellen & Thomas 
Howell, Justin 
Ingegneri, Irene 
Jacobs, Eileen 
Jarvis, Patty & Wayne 
Kappus, John & Cathy 
Kenny, Kathy & Doug 
Kolasinski, Ms. Barbara 
L’Hommedieu, Linda A. 
Laverty, Robin 
Lecher, Richard & Susan 
Marshall, Helen 
Mattson, Dixie 
Mc Bride, Mrs. George 
Minich, Ruth 
Mourt, Maureen 
Nankivell, John & Margaret 
Niece, Donald 
Pascarella, Mary Ann 
Plenge, Mr. & Mrs. Robert 
Pruznick, Robert 
Quinn, Mr. & Mrs. Derek 
Quinn, Ross 
Racek, Jean 
Radlof, David 
Reyes, Miriam 
Richards, Betty 
Rowe, John & Carol 
San Giacomo, Family 
Selvaggi, Michael S. 
Shirley, Cathy & Thomas 
Sickles, Mrs. Clarence 
Smith, Christopher 
Snyder, Rita 
Spann, Max & Jean 
Steed, Ann 
Sullivan, Mary & Patrick 
Swistack, Mary 
Takacs, John 
Tettemer, Karyn 
Thatcher, Susan 
Tietz Jr., Walter W. 
Timpano, Joseph 
Tirpok, Gayle 

Torcivia, Penny 
Torre, Mr. & Mrs. Charles 
Trainell, William & Michelle 
Urgovit, Charles & Geraldine 
Vander Vliet, Donald & Olga 
Vasko, Peggy 
Vogel, Catherine 
Vogt, Ginny 
Wolf Family 
Wolf, Christopher 
Woyzichow, Gerhard & Shari 
Wyker, Mr. & Mrs. Clement 
Zaremba, Tony & Lynn 
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