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Feeling Quixotic 
Robert A. Pruznick, CEO 

 “God, Who provides for all, will not desert us; especially being engaged, as we are, 
in His service" - Cervantes, Don Quixote - 1605  

 In the midst of my struggles this month to reverse Warren County’s decision to 
eliminate all funding to Project First Step in 2009 as part of budget cuts in human service 
allocations,  I happened to be listening to the soundtrack of the latest Broadway version of 
Cervantes’ epic novel quoted above - Man of La Mancha.   This play, which debuted in 
New York in 1965,  was still running when I was a freshman in college and I believe that 
my exposure to its powerful message in my impressionable youth was a factor in forming 
my idealistic attitude towards life.   

 I was very pleased that it was revived in 2003 so that I was able to share this time-
less inspiration with my college aged children.  Hopefully, chivalric values and visionary 
quests will never succumb to the cynicism of the digitalized 21st century. 

 Unfortunately though, appealing the loss of the county’s historic subsidy for our 
most strategic form of  intervention turned out to be an “Impossible Dream”.   I was given 
three opportunities to argue for restoration of funding and at each  level - Allocation Com-
mittee, Human Service Advisory Council and the Freeholders.  Each time I was rebuffed, 
as I found myself “tilting at windmills” in a futile attempt to right this wrong.   It was ter-
ribly frustrating to be told repeatedly that our most essential service was judged optional 
under the Department of Human Services’ new triage approach to distributing inadequate 
public resources.     

 Project First Step is a tertiary prevention program that has, since 1979,  helped 
children with developmental delays to catch up to typical developmental milestones under 
the best of circumstances and in most cases, to mitigate the lifelong detriment of their dis-
ability.  It is a Head Start program for special needs children.  This first hand of help and 
hope is as important to the families as it is to the child’s progress.  The unconditional posi-
tive regard we strive to instill in new parents for their offspring with limited potential is 
critically important both to the child’s eventual development and for cultivating optimal 
capacity of the family as competent long term care-givers.   Simply stated, this program 
works!  Children are more educable, adults more employable and parents more resilient 
due to  its efficacy.   My concluding argument rested on the contention that the moral 
principles of justice and beneficence are contradicted when the welfare of infants and tod-
dlers with disabling conditions are not given priority in any rationing formula for public 
support of charitable programs.   

 A battle may be lost, but never the cause!   I will continue to strive to maintain 
this vital program through whatever means available.  If I am to be successful, however, I 
will need a few more knights- errant allied to this quest.  Our upcoming Radiothon, sched-
uled for Friday, April 17th  offers us great potential to obtain private donations to offset 
this governmental reduction.   With a Don Quixote-like faith in the possibility of a better 
world, we will reach this “unreachable star”. 
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� How can you help send a child with developmental disabilities to Camp Warren for a week 
this summer? How can you help assure the continuance of vital recreation and socialization 
programs for adults with disabilities? And how can you help make sure that Project First Step 
continues to provide essential early intervention services for infants and toddlers with 
developmental disabilities or delays, as well as the critically-needed support and hope their families 
desperately need? 
 Easy! Make a pledge, using the form below, and mail to The Arc. Or make a generous 
donation April 17th when a Radiothon VIP calls for your pledge during the 19th annual WRNJ 
Radiothon for The Arc. 
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Happy Easter, everybody!  Remember that the Arc office will be 
closed on April 10th , Good Friday.  

 

April Showers Dance - will be on April 28th at the Masonic Lodge Hall, 6:30 
- 8:30 pm.  Fee is $1.00. 

Our Basketball Team - The Stealers - have had an upbeat season.  As this 
goes to press, the team will be going to the Spring Sports Festival of SONJ at 
Wildwood on March 28 - 29 to compete in the state finals.  They qualified by 
winning a silver medal at the Sectionals on March 14 at Fairleigh Dickinson 

University.  Congratulations to the team and their devoted coaches.  We hope they will succeed in the states and 
that they have a great time in Wildwood.    

Bowling - Sectionals were held February 28 and March 1.  Of our eleven competitors, seven have advanced to 
the state finals on March 29th in Stratford, NJ.  We trust they will enjoy their competition and bring home some 
more medals.    Good luck also to the Team Bowlers - the Rockers and the Rollers - at their meet 3/28.  Results 
reported next month. 

Track and Field Practices and Competition - began March 21 at the Phillipsburg High School track and 
will continue on April 4, 18 and 25. Practice for adults is held at 12:30 - 2:00 pm and, for those under 21, 
at 2:00 - 2:30 pm.  If you wish an athlete to participate in the Area 3 competition on May 3 and have not 
yet enrolled, please  contact the rec office.  

Aquatics - the Warren Arc swim team will compete on April 5th at the Area 3 meet at the Lakeland Hills Y.  
From there they will move on to Northern Sectional competition on April 26th at Seton Hall University.  Finally, 
they will swim in the Summer Games on June 13th and 14th at The College of New Jersey.  Emil Schoener is 
Head Coach for Aquatics; the team trains from fall through spring with the assistance of Lafayette Aquatics 
Coach Jim Dailey and his swim team members. 

Art Class and Pizza - April 9 at Arc training room - $5.00/person charge for the art instruction by Gene Feller 
and $5.00 charge for anyone who wishes to stay for pizza afterward.  Open to all - CLA or community folks.  
Reservations required - contact recreation office.  Staff who wish to share in pizza pay $3.00. 

Xercise for Health - Norma Reid, certified fitness specialist, conducts 1 Thursday session/month per the 
recreation calendar.  The next session will be on April 23rd.  Please arrive at 6:30 pm for program which 
runs 6:45-7:45 pm.  The fee for this program is $5.00 per recreation participant.  Please reserve by calling exten-
sion 208. 

Camp Warren - Camp forms are coming in for the 2009 season. Please call to request camp forms if you have 
not received yours and do contact your case manager if seeking financial assistance. 

Recreation Registration Forms and Fees for 2009 - thank you to those who have promptly returned their 
forms and fees.  If you have not done so, we ask that you respond as soon as possible, or call to arrange for a 
payment schedule.    

Looking ahead - All-Sports Banquet - at Flynn’s on Friday, June 5th - reservations required. 

       Fishing Day at Merrill Creek - Saturday, June 6th - reservations limited to 50 consumers. 

       Social Club Picnic - Tuesday, June 16th - at Camp Warren. 

       Teen/Young Adult Day and Residential Camp at Camp Warren - begins June 21st. 
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